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Useless?,

At the very beginning of September | asked my
students why people read different types of books.
Some students said they read them not because
they want to but the school forces them to do so.
Yet, some were not so certain if it is “useless” to read
those books. From my experience, a lot of what we
regard as useless things at the moment could turn
out to be useful in the long run.

You may say that those "useless" things will
not appear in the exam so why should students
spend time on them now? | have got an answer to
this question from seeing a drama performance in
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland in 2013. One
very impressive performance | saw was about the
life of physicist Albert Einstein. In the show, the actor
and playwright (the same person took up the two
roles) did not only highlight the important moments
of Einstein's life, but also concisely explained his key
theories to the audience! Imagine how challenging
it would be to incorporate science theories in a
play without boring the audience. There were also
original songs specially written for this performance.
Therefore, in one single show, | saw the multiple
talents of the creative team: knowledge in science
and history and the ability to create and perform
music and drama.

The playwright must have a wide range of
interests. Did he ever ask himself what he should or
should not learn when he was young? | think if he
had had prejudice about any subjects of learning,
the types of performances he could handle must
have become limited.

We might need to give it a second thought
before defining something as "useless" quickly. Who
can be sure that these "useless" things might not
be the seeds of some wonderful harvest? Being
selective about what we should learn now might
limit our development in the future.

Miss Chow Fu Lai
(The third from the right)

Missilse LJ Hal

Steve Jobs said, 'Life is about connecting dots!
Looking back, | could identify a few significant dots
which have led me to where | am.

Hi, everyone. My name is Tammy Tse. | am an
English teacher at Kap Yan Directors' College . | am
teaching Form One, Three and Four this year.

I was born and raised in Mainland China. When
| was in Primary Five, | migrated to Hong Kong.
| worked extremely hard in English. | was lucky
because | discovered the beauty of a language and
developed a strong passion for English. My efforts
finally paid off. | was admitted to an EMI school in
Kowloon. That was the first critical point in my life.

Later | became a journalism major in the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Immediately
after.my graduation, | worked in a local television
company as a news translator. My job was to
translate international news to Chinese. The

experience there was an eye-opener to me.

The sedentary nature of the job and the
irregular working hours worsened my health. |
decided to switch to teaching because | felt more
comfortable working with energetic young people.
This marked the second turning point of my life and
it has turned out to be the right choice so far.

A new chapter of my life started two years ago
when | married my husband. Although we have a
lot in common and share the interest, we are still
learning to live a better life together as a family.

Life is full of changes and challenges. There
are numerous crossroads and we often feel worried
about uncertainties. Dear Kap Yan students, |
truly believe that God has the best arrangement
for everyone. If we are genuine to ourselves and
determined to work hard towards our goals, we can
carve out a niche for ourselves. | am not sure where
the next dot in my life is leading. But who cares? Life
is unpredictable anyway.
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